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TO  THE 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY 

Rural  District  Council 

REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


Gentlemen, 

This  Report  is  arranged  according  to  the  suggestions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  owing  to  the  necessity  for  economy 
will  be  as  brief  as  the  inclusion  of  all  essential  particulars 
will  allow. 

The  year  must  be  considered  a  very  satisfactory  one, 
for,  by  comparison  with  former  years,  the  Death  Rate  is 
lower,  Birth  Rate  is  higher,  Infantile  Mortality  is  lower, 
Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  is  lower,  and  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  the  Sanitaw  Inspector  is  good. 

RATEABLE  VALUE  OF  THE  DISTRICT.  Buildings 
£127002  ;  Land  £51822— -Total  £178824. 

The  assessable  value  for  special  sanitary  expenses — 

£139958. 

For  special  sanitary  expenses  One  Penny  rate  produces 
in  each  parish  as  follows 

Bickleigh  £16  ;  Brixton  £16  ;  Compton  Gifford  £12  ; 
Cornwood  £38  ;  Egg  Buckland  £50  ;  Ermington  £20  ; 
Harford  £9  ;  Holbeton  £19  ;  Newton  Ferrers  £16  ; 
Plympton  St.  Mary  £136  ;  Plvmpton  St.  Maurice  £14  ; 
Plymstock  £62  ;  Revelstoke  £6  ;  St.  Budeaux  £31  ; 
Shaugh  Prior  £43  ;  Tamerton  Foliot  £38  ;  Wembury 
£10  ;  Weston  Pevereli  £7  ;  Yealmpton  £16. 

THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  of  the  year  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  so  accurate  as  I  could  wish,  as  the  changes 
caused  by  the  war,  demobilizations  and  transfer  of 
labour  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another,  have 
rendered  the  usual  methods  of  estimation  of  population 
unreliable.  The  Ministry  of  Health  have  prepared 
estimates  of  the  population  which  will,  no  doubt,  have 
to  be  somewhat  revised  after  the  completion  of  the 
coming  census. 
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POPULATION.  For  Births  and  Marriages  the  estimate 
is  20383,  whilst  for  Deaths  it  is  18623.  The  population 
at  the  1911  census  was  21437,  and  I  expect  the  coming 
census  will  prove  that  the  estimate  for  1920  is  under 
the  actual  population.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  has  estimated  the  1920  population 
as  1727  more  than  that  of  1919. 

BIRTHS  registered  during  1920 — 461,  Males  231,  Females 
230,  of  which  5  males  and  6  females  are  illegitimate. 
The  total  increase  over  1919  is  129,  but  illegitimate 
births  are  14  less.  The  BIRTH  RATE  is  therefore 
22.61,  an  increase  of  4.82  per  1000  over  1919.  At 
compared  with  that  of  England  and  W  ales  in 
is  3  per  1000  lower. 

DEATHS  of  residents  during  1920  numbered  242,  of  which 
136  were  males  and  106  females.  This  is  11  less  tba-n 
in  1919,  and  they  give  a  Death  Rate  of  12.99  per  1000. 
This  is  1.13  below  that  of  1919,  and  just  above 
that  of  England  and  Wales  for  .  that  -  -  Teaj-- 
The  rise  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  the  fall  in  the  Death  „ 
Rate  are  good  evidence  that  we  are  not  such  a  decadent 
race  as  some  pessimists  are  declaring. 

Of  the  deaths  over  the  age  of  65  there  were  104,  viz.— 

24  from  66  to  69  ;  33  from  70  to  75  ;  12  from  75  to  SO; 

21  from  80  to  85  ;  10  from  85  to  90  ;  and  3  of  over  90. 

MARRIAGE  RATE  equals  19  per  1000. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  This  is  shown  as  a  rate 
per  1000  births.  30  infants  died  under  the  age  of ^  1 
year,  of  these  18  were  males  and  12  females— of  the 
11  illegitimate  children,  only  one  died.  The  death 
rate  is  65  per  1000.  This  shows  a  gratifying  fall  from 
last  year  of  4.27  per  1000,  and  it  is  15  per  1000  below 
that  of  England  and  Wales  for  1920.  It  is  a  good 
indication,  and  especially  so  is  the  low  rate  of  deaths 

from  Diarrhoea.  ,  , 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  the  Infants 

deaths — 


The  Causes  of  Deaths  are  as  follows  : — 

\vWe  District  |  '  North  District  I  1  ^outh  District 
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*These  include  30  attributed  to  old  age  ;  25  to  Vascular  Degeneration  ;  4  to  Diabetes  ;  4  to  Convulsions. 


old,  10  between  1  and  6 
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The  Causes  of  the  Infants’  Deaths  are  as  follows  : 
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PHY  S  [CAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTERS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Area — 73426  acres  of  which  174  are  inland  water. 
From  the  Dartmoor  Hills  on  the  North  (800  to  1,000 
feet  high)  there  is  a  gradual  slope  towards  the  sea  on  the 
South,  the  River  Tamar  on  the  West  and  the  River  Erme 
on  the  East.  It  is  intersected  by  deep  valleys  in  which  the 
rivers  Erme,  Yealm  and  Plvm  with  their  tributaries  flow, 
and  it  is,  generally  speaking,  therefore  a  hilly  district, 
in  which  surface  and  subsoil  drainage  is  good.  In  the  North 
the  land  is  chiefly  moorland.  The  remainder  of  the  district 
is  mainly  agricultural,  largely  devoted  to  dairy  farms  and  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  The  surface  is  well  wooded. 

GEOLOGY.  Chiefly  of  Devonian  formation  or  post  carboni¬ 
ferous  granite,  which  is  the  source  of  the  China  Clay  on 
the  fringes  of  Dartmoor.  Limestone  exists  in  large 
quantities  in  the  South,  especially  in  Plymstock  and 
Yealmpton.  There  is  a  belt  of  Grits  reaching  from 
Staddon  in  Plymstock  towards  Newton  Ferrers.  Schal- 
steins  and  Tuffs  are  present  in  quantity  in  Compton 
Gifford,  Egg  Buckland,  Brixton,  and  Yealmpton,  and 
afford  material  for  brick  making.  There  are  practically 
no  mines,  but  at  one  time  tin  was  found  near  Bottle 
Hill,  and  Wolfram  is  at  present  being  searched  for. 

CLIIYIATE.  Mild  and  humid  and  rainfall  abundant.  From 
records  kindly  given  me  by  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Powell, 
The  Rev.  H.  Case,  H.  G.  Hawker,  Esq.,  and  R.  Martin, 
Esq.,  I  am  able  to  give  the  following  figures  : — 
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OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS.  Agriculture 
and  dairy  farming  and  market  gardening  are  the  chief 
occupations,  and  a  large  number  of  men  are  employed 
in  clay  works,  quarries,  the  adjacent  Dockyards  and 
Government  works.  Many  men  belonging  to  the  Navy 
reside  in  the  district,  and  a  considerable  number  are 
engaged  in  maritime  work,  such  as  fishing  and  loading 
and  unloading  of  vessels.  There  are  3  Brickworks, 
and  1  Furniture  Factory.  There  is  a  prospect  of  great 
industrial  activity  in  the  Parish  of  Plymstock. 

Generally  speaking,  wages  are  good  and  there  is  not 
much  poverty.  The  amount  of  Out-Door  Poor  Relief 
granted  during  the  year  1920  is  as  follows,  chiefly  for 
widows  and  orphans  : — 


No 

.  of  Perso 

ns 

Total 

Cost 

.  . 

Men 

Women 

Children 

North  District  .  . 

33 

81 

74 

188 

£1943  6  5 

South  District  .  . 

23 

58 

38 

119 

£1088  18  9 

Totals 

56 

139 

i 

112 

307 

£3032  5  2 

This  shows  a  considerable  increase  ov.er  last  year, 
when  the  number  relieved  was  279  at  a  cost  of  £2325 

iH 3.  3d . 


For  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1920,  the  number 
relieved  in  Underwood  House,  Plympton,  was  as  follows  :: 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

Cost 

North  District  .  . 

40 

48 

16 

104 

42546  8  5 

South  District  .  . 

25 

23 

9 

57 

Totals 

65 

71 

25 

161 

T  he  number  last  year  was  1 75  at  a  cost  of  £2362  8s.  9d, 
In  addition  to  these,  380  men  and  21  women  and  3 
children  were  relieved  as  vagrants  at  a  cost  of  £99  3s.  Od. 
This  is  about  double  of  what  it  was  in  1919. 

HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  FORiVIS  GF  GRATUI¬ 
TOUS  RELIEF.  The  Guardians  subscribe  to  the 
Plymouth  and  South  Devon  Hospital,  the  Plymouth 
Ear,  Throat,  and  Eye  Hospitals,  and  send  patients 
there  as  occasions  demand,  and  they  further  subscribe 
to  the  various  Nursing  Associations  in  the  district. 
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OVERCROWDING  is  dealt  with  in  the  section  on  Housing. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  good  and  is  derived  from 
Upland  surface  water  on  Dartmoor,  which  is  _  good 
and  abundant  ;  from  springs  and  deep  wells,  which  is, 
generally  speaking,  good  ;  and  from  a  few  shallow 

wells. 

COMPTON  GIFFORD,  EQQ  BUCKLAND,  ST. 
BUDEAUXj  TAMERTON  FOLIOT,  _  BiCK- 
LEiGH  AND  WESTON  PEVERELL  are  for  water 
supply  within  the  statutory  limits  of  the  Corporation 
of  Plymouth,  and  the  inhabitants  obtain  water  either 
directly  from  that  Authority,  or  indirectly  by  arrange¬ 
ment  through  the  Council.  The  number  of  houses  sup 
plied  in  Egg  Buckland  is  i  0© . 

SHAUGH  PRIOR.  Supply  good— some  from  independent 
sources. 

CORN  WOOD.  Two  public  supplies.  That  for  Cornwood 
village  is  obtained  from  the  granite,  and  is  a  good  and 
sufficient  supply.  That  for  Dutton  ^village  is  from 
springs  in  uncultivated  land  and  is  good. 

PLY8¥IPTON  ST.  IVZARY,  PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE 
AND  P L Y M STOCK.  Good  public  supply  from  the 
edge  of  Dartmoor.  It  is  well  distributed,  the  number  of 
houses  supplied  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  and  Plympton  St. 
Maurice  is  1106  with  a  average  daily  consumption  of 
1 62000  gallons,  and  in  Plymstock  1 920  houses  are  sup¬ 
plied  with  a  daily  average  of  190,000  gallons. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY.  The  development  of  the  Stone 
Barn  Building  Estate  has  necessitated  a  temporary 
supply  being  laid  on,  but  the  contemplated  large 
number  of  houses  will  require  a  new  main  being  con¬ 
structed. 

PLYMSTOCK.  A  new  3  inch  main  has  been  laid  from 
Spencer  Terrace  to  Plymstock  Station,  so  as  to  join 
up  the  Billacombe  and  Pomphlett  mains.  This  will 
greatly  improve  the  circulation  of  the  water  and  enable 
several  new  buildings  on  the  Billacombe  road  to  have 
water.  A  new  3  inch  main  has  also  been  put  down  to 
supply  the  Broad  Park  Building  Estate  at  Greston.  The 
growing  demand  for  water  in  Greston  will  probably 
compel  a  larger  main  being  laid  from  Dean  Cross  to 
that  village. 
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The  above  facts  will  show  the  necessity  and  wisdom 
of  increasing  the  water  supply  for  Plympton  and 
Plymstock,  and  I  therefore  urge  the  Council  to  lose 
no  time  in  acquiring  the  proposed  additional  sources. 

Spark  well!  and  Lee  IVSiSS  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  each  have 
small  public  supplies. 

YEAL5V8PTON.  Has  a  public  supply  obtained  from  agri¬ 
cultural  land  at  a  good  elevation  above  the  village, 
the  water  is  good — about  2©  houses  have  service  pipes, 
the  remainder  are  supplied  by  public  stand  pipes. 
Dunstone — a  good  public  supply. 

REVELSTOKE.  The  public  supply  is  obtained  from  high 
ground  above  the  village  and  is  distributed  from  stand 
pipes. 

HOLBETOftL  A  public  supply  obtained  from  agricultural 
land.  It  is  of  good  quality — is  distributed  by  stand 
pipes,  but  requires  to  be  economically  used  in  dry 
weather,  and  the  wind-mill  requires  re-construction.  ” 

NEWTON  FERRERS.  Two  public  supplies  from  agricul¬ 
tural  land, — one  for  Newton  and  one  for  Torre.  In  both, 
the  water  is  collected  in  reservoirs  and  distributed  to  the 
houses,  or  by  convenient  stand  pipes. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  various 
small  sources  (under  frequent  observation)  and  is 
obtainable  from  public  pumps  or,  where  gravitation 
permits,  from  stand  pipes.  Of  these  Brixton  and 
Ermington  villages  are  chiefly  in  need  of  improvement. 
Four  analyses  of  water  were  made  and  gave  good 
results. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  A  certain  amount  of  pollution 
reaches  the  rivers  of  the  district,  but  in  no  case  is  any 
public  water  supply  contaminated,  nor  does  it  seem 
sufficient  to  interfere  with  the  trout  or  salmon  fishing. 

DRAINAGE  APyiO  SEWERAGE.  Various  methods  are 
used  in  the  different  parts  of  the  district — in  some  parts 
the  sewage  is  taken  direct  to  the  tidal  waters  ;  in  others 
deposit  or  septic  tanks  are  in  use,  and  the  effluent  either 
discharged  into  rivers,  and  tidal  water  or  irrigated  over 
agricultural  land  ;  in  others  earth  closets  are  used.  There 
are  still  a  few  privies  of  primitive  type,  but  they  are 
gradually  being  replaced  by  earth  closets.  Where  water 
is  available  for  flushing,  it  is  generally  laid  on  to  the 
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closets,  but  there  are  still  a  large  number  of  closets 
which  have  to  be  hand  flushed.  Legal  power  of  enforcing 
automatic  flushing  should  be  given  to  a  Rural  District 
Council  where  water  is  available. 

CR0WNH  ILL  AND  ST.  BUOEAUX  are  drained  by 
arrangement  into  the  Devonport  sewers,  the  sewage 
being  afterwards  dealt  with  at  the  Camel’s  Head  sewage 
works. 

EGG  BUOKLANB  is  well  sewered,  the  sewage  being  con¬ 
ducted  with  that  of  GGSVIFTON  GIFFORD  to  sewage 
treatment  tanks  from  which  the  effluent  passes  into 
the  Laira  estuary. 

PLYIVIPTON  ST.  ARY  AND  PLYIVIPTON  ST. 
IWSAUR1CE.  Here  there  is  a  drainage  system.  The 
sewage  is  taken  to  large  covered  pits,  and  the  effluent 
afterwards  irrigated  over  agricultural  land.  At  intervals 
the  deposit  is  cleared  out,  mixed  with  lime  and  used  as 
manure. 

LEE  MILL,  HEMERDON  AND  SFARKWELL  are 

sewered  and  the  effluent  irrigated. 

PLY i¥i STOCK. 

P0IW8PHLETT,  ORESTON,  LOWER  HOOE  AND 
TURNCHAPEL  are  sewered,  and  the  effluent -enters 
tidal  waters — that  of  lower  Hooe  being  first  treated  in  a 
septic  tank. 

FLYSVSSTOOK  has  a  good  public  sewer  which  dis¬ 
charges  into  a  deep  pit  and  the  effluent  soaks  into  the 
adjoining  ground.  The  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  this 
village  is  urgently  demanded,  not  only  because  of  exist¬ 
ing  conditions,  but  because  of  the  increased  number  of 
houses  which  are  being  or  will  be  erected,  fhe  scheme' 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  late  L.G.B.,  and  the  loan 
granted. 

EL  BURTON.  A  large  part  of  the  village  has  an  efficient 
system  of  sewers — the  sewage  is  treated  in  a  septic  tank, 
and  the  effluent  irrigated  over  grass  land.  The  effluent 
is  good. 

A  considerable  number  of  large  houses  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  village  have  independent  cess-pits,  for  which 
a  drainage  system  will  one  day  be  required. 
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BILLACOfVSBE  AND  BLACKBERRY  LANE  AND 
HIGHER  HOOE.  For  the  cottages  in  these  parts 
eaith  bucket  closets  are  used  and  the  contents  removed 
by  a  scavenger.  Proposals  for  draining  Higher  Hooe 
and  Blackberry  Lane  have  been  made,  and,  at  any  rate 
for  the  latter,  is  easy  of  accomplishment,  and  should 
be  carried  out  forthwith.  The  extension  of  buildings 
in  Billacombe  will  render  a  sewage  system  necessary 
at  some  future  date,  and  I  think  that  any  chance  of 
acquiring  land  for  sewage  works  should  be  immediately 
taken. 

BICKLE1GH.  Roborough  requires  drainage. 

BRIXTON.  Western  part  of  the  village  is  well  sewered,  and 
the  sewage  is  properly  disposed  of  by  a  septic  tank  and 
irrigation.  The  eastern  end  requires  draining. 

CORN  WOOD.  Here  there  is  a  public  sewer  for  part  of  the 
village.  The  effluent  is  irrigated. 

LUTTON.  The  public  sewers  discharge  into  a  cess-pit 
from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated. 

ERIVI8NGTON.  The  village  is  sewered.  That  of  the  western 
section  discharges  into  a  tank  for  irrigation  over  grass 
land.  I  repeat  the  suggestion  that  the  land  should  be 
purchased  by  the  Council,  so  that  the  irrigation  could 
be  more  effectively  done.  The  eastern  section  discharges 
into  a  cess-pit  and  irrigates  over  grass  land. 

HOLBETON.  I  he  village  is  well  sewered,  and  the  effluent 
irrigated. 

SHAUGH  PRIOR.  There  is  no  public  system  of  sewers, 
the  houses  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit  closets, 
and  are,  generally  speaking,  too  scattered  for  a  drainage 
system.  At  Lee  Moor,  however,  some  of  the  houses 
are  provided  with  water  closets,  and  a  main  sewer,  from 
which  the  sewage  discharges  on  to  uncultivated  land. 

NEWTON  FERRERS.  At  Torre  the  closets  are  on  the  dry 
earth  and  cess-pit  system.  At  Newton  Ferrers,  there  is 
a  system  of  public  sewers,  the  outfall  being  into  Newton 
Creek.  Unfortunately  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  water  to  warrant  complete  automatic  flushing  of  all 
the  closets,  but  at  any  rate  the  school  closets  should  be 
provided  with  more  water  for  that  purpose. 

REVELSTOKE.  There  is  a  public  sewer,  which  discharges 
into  the  adjoining  creek. 
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TAMERTON  FOLiOT.  The  village  is  sewered  and  the 
main  discharges  into  Tamerton  Creek. 

WEIVIBURY.  The  majority  of  the  houses  have  closets  on 
the  bucket  system,  others  have  cess-pits.  Nearly  all 
have  large  and  convenient  gardens  on  which  the  sewage 
is  disposed  of.  There  is  a  sewer  in  Knighton  Village 
which  conducts  some  of  the  sewage  to  agricultural 
land. 

WESTON  PEVERELL.  The  village  drains  into  the  Devon- 
port  sewers. 

YEALMPTON.  The  public  sewers  here  are  unsatisfactory, 
and  the  existing  public  cess-pits  should  be  abolished,, 
and  a  complete  new  drainage  system  carried  out. 

SCAVE8MGIJMG.  This  is  done  in  certain  areas  by  contract, 
and  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory,  although  occasional 
disputes  occur  between  the  contractors  and  the  house¬ 
holders.  There  is  unfortunately  no  power  by  which 
we  can  insist  on  metal  covered  sanitary  bins  being  used. 
The  cost  of  scavenging  is  becoming  a  very  serious  one, 
more  especially  because  of  the  difficulty  in  finding 
satisfactory  places  on  which  the  refuse  can  be  deposited. 

Public  collections  are  made  in  Plympton  St.  Mary, 
Plympton  St.  Maurice,  and  Compton  once  a  week,  in 
St.  Budeaux  twice  a  week  ;  in  Plymstock,  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  according  to  the  locality.  The  Barracks 
in  the  district  are  included  in  the  contract. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. — MILK.  The  district  produces  a  large 
quantity  of  milk,  and  prima-facie  there  should  be  an 
ample  supply  available  for  the  inhabitants,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  are  villages  in  which  complaint  is 
made  that  the  cottagers  have  difficulty  in  getting  all 
they  want.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
milk  is  sold  in  bulk  to  retailers  in  the  towns  of  Plymouth 
and  Devonport. 

The  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  have  been 
active  in  issuing  milk  orders  for  infants. 

BUTCHER’S  MEAT.  The  retail  shops  are  generally  kept 
in  a  wholesome  condition,  and  the  slaughter  houses  are 
under  periodical  inspection.  There  is  no  public  abattior 
in  the  district,  but  a  large  quantity  of  the  meat  sold  is 
from  beasts  slaughtered  in  the  public  abattiors  of 
Plymouth. 


13 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  There  are  15  in  the  district, 
and  33  inspections  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Horton,  and 
with  the  exception  of  3  they  are  well  kept.  In  three 
cases  notices  had  to  be  served  for  more  frequent  removal 
of  offal  and  manure.  These  houses  are  really  very 
little  used,  as  the  larger  proportion  of  the  cattle  are- 
slaughtered  in  Plymouth. 

SCHOOLS.  There  are  30  public  schools  in  the  district,  with 
an  Average  attendance  of  2645,  and  three  or  four  small 
private  schools.  In  addition  to  this  a  considerable 
number  of  children  attend  public  or  private  schools  in 
Plymouth. 

From  some  of  the  schoolmasters  I  receive  regular 
notification  of  absentees  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Mumps  and  Chicken  Pox.  The  number  received  during 
1920  was  for  Measles  50,  Mumps  21,  Whooping  Cough 
18,  and  Chicken  Pox  30. 

In  cases  of  Measles  I  send  printed  instructions  to  the 
parents  of  each  case,  and,  where  necessary,  I  advise  the 
managers  to  make  application  to  the  chief  school  Medical 
Officer  for  closure  of  schools.  During  the  year  Plympton 
and  Yealmpton  Schools  were  so  closed.  The  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  schools  are  shown  in  the  attached 
table,  and  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year  by 
Mr.  Horton. 

The  cess-pit  at  Shaugh  Prior  receiving  the  drainage 
from  the  urinal  has  been  cleared  out.  It  is  situated  too 
close  to  the  school,  and  the  Managers’  attention  has  been 
directed  towards  removing  it  further  away. 

The  flushing  apparatus  at  Turnchapel  has  been  put  in 
order. 

At  Ermington  the  drains  have  proved  to  be  fault}', 
and  a  new  system  is  being  arranged. 
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IVIATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.'  The  County 
Council  is  the  supervising  authority.  1  here  are  only 
Eleven  Certified  Midwives  resident  in  this  district,  and 
they  are  very  unequally  distributed,  chiefly  because  the 
County  Council  prefer  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the 
County  Nursing  Association,  whose  rules  necessitate  a 
subscribing  membership.  There  is  need  for  at  least 
four  other  Midwives  in  the  district.  T here  are  two  Health 
Visitors,  who  are  active  in  visiting  and  inspecting  new 
born  children,  and  giving  advice  to  the  mother,  and  if 
necessary,  they  supply  milk  at  the  cost  of  the  County 
Council. 

There  is  an  inspector  who  visits  and  reports  on  boarded 
out  children. 

SANITARY  ADIVI  IN  1STRATI0N.  The  Sanitary  staff, 
consists  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  ; 
Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time)  and  Assistant  ;  Archi¬ 
tect  and  Surveyor  (part  time)  ;  Veterinary  Inspector 
(part  time)  ;  Water  Engineer  (whole  time)  ;  and  Care¬ 
taker  of  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK.  Specimens  from  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Tuberculosis  cases  are  sent  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in  suspected  cases  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  empowered  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a  specialist  for  diagnosis  of  Anterior  Polio 
Myelitis  or  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION.  The  Poor  Law 

Infirmary  and  Small  Pox  Hospital  ;  The  South  Devon 
and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  the  Plymouth  Eye  In¬ 
firmary,  and  the  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  The  Home 
of  Rest,  Ptympton,  and  the  Convalescent  Home  at 
Crownhill. 

LOCAL  ACTS.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act' 
1890,  and  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
and  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders  are  in  force  in  the 
district. 

BY-LAWS.  The  Council  possess  By-Laws  as  to  new 
buildings,  new  streets,  alterations  to  buildings,  slaughter 
houses  and  prevention  of  nuisances.  There  is  necessity 
for  new  Bv-Laws. 

j 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901.  There  are 
106  workshops  and  factories  in  the  district,  of  which 
13  are  factories.  All  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year,  and  some  of  the  bakehouses  and  blacksmiths’ 
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shops  two  or  three  times.  ,The  smaller  shops  are  not 
kept  as  clean  as  I  could  wish,  but  I  know  the  difficulties 
the  owners  have  in  this  respect.  I  found  lack  of  or 
insufficient  closet  accommodation  in  4  cases.  These 
defects  have  either  been  remedied  or  promised  to  be 
so.  The  shops  are  classified  as  follows  :  Bakehouses  24 5 
Blacksmiths  14,  Blacksmiths  and  Wheelwrights  3,  Coach- 
builders  and  Wheelwrights  10,  Carpenters  10,  Laundries 
6,  Dressmakers  and  Tailors  10,  Harness-makers  4,  Flour 
Mills  4,  Motor  Car  Works  2,  Brickworks  3,  Steam  Saw 
Mills  2,  Cooperage  1 ,  Aerated  Water  1 ,  Electric  Light 
Works  1,  Painter  1,  Stonemason  1,  Shoemakers  2, 
Rope-maker  1,  Gas  Works  1,  Maltsters  2,  Plumbers  3. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFEC¬ 
TIOUS  DISEASES.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Notifica¬ 
tion  Act  and  its  extensions.  The  Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  The  Public  Health  Act  Amendment 
Act,  and  the  Public  Health  Tuberculosis  regulations 
with  their  extensions  are  in  force. 

So  soon  as  a  case  (other  than  one  of  Tuberculosis)  is 
notified  to  me,  I  send  printed  instructions  applicable  to 
the  disease  to  the  householder,  and  if  the  patient  is  a 
child,  to  the  master  of  the  school  of  which  the  child  is 
a  scholar,  supply  disinfectants  and  visit  the  case  to  see 
that  the  instructions  are  followed.  So  soon  as  a  patient 
has  recovered  or  been  removed,  disinfection  of  the 
infected  premises,  bedding,  etc.,  is  done.  For  Small 
Pox  cases,  the  Council  have  a  well-appointed  hospital, 
which  is  capable  of  rapid  extension.  For  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  Enteric  Fever,  there  is  no  accommo¬ 
dation,  except  for  an  occasional  case  of  Enteric,  which 
may  possibly  find  admission  to  the  South  Devon  and 
East  Cornwall  Flospital.  At  one  time  the  Borough 
Council  of  Plymouth  would  admit  cases  into  their 
Isolation  Hospital,  at  a  weekly  charge  per  patient, 
but  in  spite  of  a  renewed  application,  this  is  no  longer 
permitted. 

With  regard  to  Diphtheria  the  Council  supply  Diph¬ 
theria  Antitoxin  free,  and  every  case  notified  as 
Diphtheria  is  tested  bacteriologically  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks,  and  at  further  intervals  if  necessary,  so  that  no 
case  is  permitted  to  return  to  school  until  a  negative 
result  is  obtained.  During  the  year  83  specimens  from 
cases  of  Diphtheria  were  examined,  of  which  43  were 
negative,  and  sputum  from  14  cases  suspected  to  be 
Tubercular  were  examined,  of  which  4  were  positive. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER.  1  case  notified  in  Newton  Ferrers. 
Removed  for  treatment  to  Plymouth  Hospital,  and 
recovered. 

DIPHTHERIA.  27  cases  notified.  11  in  the  North  district 
and  IS  in  the  South,  as  follows  :  Egg  Buckland  4, 
Plympton  St.  Maurice  2,  Plympton  St.  Mary  3,  St. 
Budeaux  1 ,  Shaugh  Prior  1 ,  Brixton  1 ,  Newton  Ferrers 
1 ,  .Plymstock  13,  Yealmpton  1. 

The  Plymstock  cases  appeared  at  intervals  during  the 
year  and  in  December  3  cases  occurred  in  one  family. 

2  deaths,  both  in  Plymstock,  and  in  one  the  boy 
had  had  an  attack  about  a  year  before. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1919  was  40. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  31  cases  notified.  1  case  only  was 
fatal.  It  was  a  very  virulent  one  at  Plymstock. 

They  were  distributed  as  follows  :  17  in  the  North 

District,  viz.,  Compton  Gifford  1,  Cornwood  2,  Plympton 
St.  Mary  7,  St.  Budeaux  5,  Shaugh  Prior  1,  Weston 
Peverell  1.  In  the  South  district  there  were  31  cases. 
Newton  Ferrers  5,  Plymstock  17,  Yealmpton  9. 

Last  year  58  cases  were  notified. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  The  5  deaths  were  distributed 
as  follows  :  Yealmpton  3,  Ermington  1,  Brixton  I. 

A  mild  epidemic  occurred  in  Tamerton  during 
December. 

IVSEA8LES.  Notification  of  measles  h  as  been  abandoned. 

1  cannot  therefore  say  what  number  occurred,  but  there 
were  2  fatal  cases,  viz.,  1  in  St.  Budeaux  and  1  in 
Yealmpton. 

There  were  mild  epidemics  in  Yealmpton,  Ermington, 
Spark  well,  Lee  Moor,  and  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

INFLUENZA.  Sporadic  cases  occurred  during  the  year 
and  caused  the  deaths  of  G  persons,  viz.,  Plympton 
St.  Mary  2,  Plympton  St.  Maurice  2,  Yealmpton  1, 
Compton  Gifford  1. 

PNEUc¥10LHA.  32  cases  were  notified.  The  same  number 
as  last  year. 

Of  these  /  were  fatal,  viz.,  2  in  Plympton  St.  Mary, 

2  in  Plymstock,  1  in  Tamerton,  1  in  Plympton  St. 
Maurice,  and  1  in  Ermington. 

The  notifications  were  as  follows  :  Plymstock  24, 
Brixt'm  2,  Yealmpton  I,  Plympton  St.  Mary  2,  Plvmpton 
St.  Maurice  3. 
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ERYSIPELAS.  10  cases  notified,  as  compared  with  5  in 
1919.  Of  these  1  was  at  Plympton  St.  Mary,  1  in 
Yealmpton,  and  8  in  Plymstock. 

The  Plymstock  cases  were  peculiar,  inasmuch  as  4 
were  facial,  and  in  one  small  village,  and  there  appeared 
to  be  a  sequence  in  them.  Although  they  were  severe 
cases  they  all  recovered. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER.  2  cases  occurred.  Both  were 
fatal.  Both  were  after  very  severe  confinements  and 
one  after  Placenta  Prcevia. 

DIARRHOEA.  3  children  died  of  the  disease.  Egg  Buck- 
land  1,  Plympton  St.  Mary  1,  and  Newton  Ferrers  1. 

A  very  extensive  epidemic  appeared  in  Plymstock, 
Wembury  and  a  few  cases  in  Brixton.  It  appeared 
suddenly  about  the .  middle  of  April,  and  continued 
until  about  the  end  of  May.  The  cases  varied  consider- 
ablv — some  having  two  or  three  stools  a  day  and  no 
vomiting,  whilst  others  had  continuous  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting.  'Some  cases  had  as  many  as  20  evacuations 
during  24  hours.  Cramp  in  the  legs  anci  abdomen,  with 
marked  collapse,  were  noticed  in  the  severer  cases. 
Temperature  was,  as  a  rule,  below  100  degrees.  The 
mild  cases  were  well  in  3  or  4  days,  but  severe  cases 
lasted  for  8  to  10  days,  and  great  caution  had  to  be 
taken  as  regards  food,  as  a  relapse  could  easily  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  large  meal.  Convalescence  was  fairly 
rapid. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  epidemic  was  that  it  was 
almost  entirely  confined  to  adults,  and  strong  working 
men  were  frequently  attacked.  1  here  appeared  to  be 
distinct  evidence  of  infectivity,  and  suspicion  attached 
to  milk  supply  ;  against  this  latter  assumption,  however, 
is  the  fact  that  the  large  consumers  of  milk,  viz.,  children 
and  some  women,  escaped  the  disease.  I  made  a  search¬ 
ing  investigation,  but  could  discover  no  common  cause, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  contaminated  food  of 
some  sort  or  another  was  the  cause.  Bacteriological 
examination  was  made  of  the  stools,  with  no  definite 
conclusion  being  reached.  About  100  persons  were 
infected — all  recovered. 

CANCER.  23  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease,  and  were  as 
follow  s  : 

10  in  males— 1  of  the  Mouth,  2  of  the  Face,  4  of  the 
Stomach,  1  of  Pancreas,  and  2  of  the  Intestines. 

13  in  females — 4  of  the  Breast,  I  of  the  Face,  3  of 
the  Stomach,  1  of  the  Liver,  1  of  the  Rectum,  and  3 
of  the  Uterus. 
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Parochial  distribution  was  :  Plympton  St.  Mary  4, 
Plympton  St.  Maurice  2,  Plymstock  5,  Cornwood  2, 
Brixton  2,  and  1  each  in  St.  Budeaux,  Compton  Gifford, 
Tamerton  Foliot,  Ermington,  Egg  Buckland,  Shaugh 
Prior,  Newton  Ferrers,  and  Revelstoke. 

Last  year  22  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer. 

(VIALARB A.  4  cases  were  notified,  all  in  Ex-soldiers. 

DYSENTERY.  1  case  notified,  an  Ex-soldier. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  1  case  notified  at 
Plymstock.  Patient  recovered. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  41  new  cases  were  notified,  of  these 
35  were  of  the  Lungs,  2  of  the  Spine,  2  of  the  Hip,  and 
2  of  Glands. 

7  were  removed  to  Sanatoria  or  Llospitals  during  the 
year.  Of  the  34  Lung  cases,  7  died  during  the  year,  and 
there  were  1 1  other  fatal  cases  of  Phthisis,  in  cases  which 
had  been  notified  in  previous  years. 

2  fatal  cases  of  Tubercular  Meningitis  occurred,  and 

4  of. other  Tubercular  diseases. 

The  parochial  distribution  of  the  cases  notified  in  the 
year  was  :  Plympton  St.  Mary  9,  Plympton  .St.  Maurice 
1,  Plymstock  11,  Yealmpton  2,  Brixton  1,  St.  Budeaux 
3,  Cornwood  4,  Tamerton  Foliot  3,  Bickleigh  2,  Erming¬ 
ton  2,  Holbeton  1,  Egg  Buckland  1,  Wembury  1. 

SMALL  POX.  No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

VACCINATIONS  and  RE-VACCINATIONS.  There  are 

5  public  vaccinators  in  the  district.  There  is,  however,  a 
gradual  declension  in  the  number  of  vaccinations  per¬ 
formed,  and  parents  take  advantage  of  the  legal  op¬ 
portunities  of  evading  vaccination,  and  there  are 
unfortunately,  a  certain  number  who  obtain  certificates 
of  successful  vaccination  after  one  insertion  from  some 
medical  men  in  the  neighbouring  boroughs. 

The  V accination  Officer  for  the  North  District  received 
1 38  certificates  of  successful  vaccinations  and  56  certifi¬ 
cates  of  objections.  The  Officer  for  the  South  District 
received  120  certificates  of  successful  vaccinations 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920,  and  48 
certificates  of  objection. 


20 


HOUSING.  The  general  standard  of  houses  is  good.  1  here 
is,  however,  room  for  much  improvement,  especially 
as  regards  damp  walls,  defective  ventilation  and  lighting, 
leaky  roofs,  lack  of  eave-gutters,  defect  of  yard  paving, 
lack  of  proper  refuse  receptacles,  and  good  larders.  The 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows,  however,  that 
steady  progress  is  being  made  in  these  directions,  t 
although  the  largely  increased  cost  of  work  and  materials 
have  prevented  many  landlords  being  able  to  have 
such  work  done.  Yet  the  work  done  has  materially 
reduced  the  number  of  houses  which  were  below  the 
standard.  Many  of  the  cottages  are  owned  by  people 
of  small  means,  and  the  law  has  prevented  such  increased 
rentals  as  would  give  a  reasonable  return  on  expended 
capital  and  also  has  rendered  it  practically  impossible 
to  evict  undesirable  tenants.  Many  tenants  are  them¬ 
selves  directly  responsible  for  many  of  the  structural 
defects  found,  and  this  makes  some  landlords  decide 
that  they  would  rather  have  a  house  closed  than  spend 
more  money  on  a  cottage  than  would  be  returned  in 
rent. 

The  water  supply  of  the  houses  is  'generally  very 
good,  and  closet  accommodation  is  also  good,  there 
being  very  few  houses  in  which  separate  accommodation 
for  each  house  is  not  provided. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  or  separate  tene¬ 
ments  at  the  1911  census  was  4704,  of  which  about 
three-quarters  are  inhabited  by  the  “  working  classes. 
Allowing  for  the  new  houses  which  have  been  erected 
and  for  those  that  have  been  demolished  or  closed,  I 
estimate  the  existing  number  to  be  4770.  During  the 
past  year  28  houses  have  been  erected  and  plans  for 
76  came  before  the  Works  Committee.  Of  these,  72 
were  approved,  and  in  addition  25  plans  of  converted 
huts  were  considered,  and  of  these  20  were  approved. 
For  these  latter,  licences  for  occupation  were  granted 
for  5  years.  Nearly  all  the'  plans  approved  were  for 
houses  for  the  working  classes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  64  houses  have  been  approved 
for  Stone  Site,  tenders  accepted,  and  the  work  begun. 
For  Cornwood,  28  houses  were  approved  and  tenders 
accepted.  Layouts  for  several  other  of  the  chosen  sites 
have  been  approved. 

OVERCROWDING.  Five  cases  have  been  dealt  with. 
There  is  no  overcrowding  from  a  legal  point  of  view, 
but  there  are  several  cases  in  which  two  families  are 
living  in  one  house. 
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UNHEALTHY  AREAS.  There  are  a  few  small  clusters 
of  houses  which  (when  alternative  accommodation  is 
provided)  should  be  dealt  with  under  this  heading. 
They  are  in  Pomphlett,  Turnchapel,  Plympton  St. 
klaurice,  and  Crownhill.  No  complaint,  however,  has 
ever  been  made  about  them. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  Parish  Councils, 
and  only  two  from  householders  as  to  houses  being- 
unfit.  The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section 
17  of  Housing  Act,  1909,  was  65.  No  closing  orders 
were  issued,  because  no  other  available  accommodation 
could  be  found  and  because  the  Council  considered 
the  owners  could  be  persuaded  to  do  the  necessary 
repairs  without  legal  proceedings  being  taken.  Details 
of  the  work  done  in  this  respect  are  shown  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS.  STATISTICS  YEAR 
ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1920. 

Estimated  Population  20383  General  Death  Rate  12.4S  If 

Death  Rate  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ..  ..1.28  Infantile  Mortality  65 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes  .  .  .  .  4770 

Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses  .  .  .  .  4000 

Number  of  New  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses  .  .  25 

UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Inspection  — 

1 —  1  otal  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected 

for  Housing  Defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

2 —  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  .  .  .  .  30 

3 —  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive 

of  2)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  .  .  .  .  100 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notice 
Number  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  59 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers.  ..  ..  0 

Number  of  Representations  made  with  a  view  to 

making  of  closing  or  demolition  orders  .  .  ;  3 

Number  in  respect  of  which  such  orders  were  made  .  .  0 

Unhealthy  Areas — 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view 

to  improvement  under  the  Act  of  1890  .  .  .  .  0 

Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Bye-Laws 
building  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  Act  of  1919  .  .  .  .  20 

Staff  engaged  in  Housing  Work,  with  duties — 

1 —  Architect  and  Surveyor  :  4  Examination  of  plans, 

Supervision  of  Building. 

2 —  Surveyor’s  Assistant  :  Drain  Testing,  and  Super¬ 

vision  of  Building. 

3 —  Sanitary  Inspector  :  General  inspection  of  existing 

buildings,  enforcement  of  Repairs,  and  Inspection 
and  Testing  of  Drains. 

4 —  -Labourer  :  To  assist  Sanitary  Inspector. 

5 —  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  General  Supervision. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
WATER  SUPPLIES.  The  Public  Wells  or  Tanks  at 

Brixton,  Spriddlestone,  Coombe,  Torre  Hornicombe,. 
Westlake,  Mount  Pleasant,  Venton,  and  VVembmv  ,  the 
Reservoir  and  Water  Mains  at  Cornwood  ;  the  W  ater 
Main  at  Pool  Park  Cottages,  and  the  Horse  Trough  at 

Corn  town,  have  all  been  cleared  out.  .  , 

The  Public  Pumps  at  Brixton,  Spnddlestone,. 
Wembury,  and  Higher  Chaddlewood  Cottages,  have 

The  Water  5¥Iain  at  Egg  Buckland  has  been  extended 
and  a  supply  laid  on  to  Mill  and  Torr  Cottages. 
DRAINAGE.  The  Sewage  Tanks  or  Cess-pits  of  the 

following  have  been  cleaned  out,  their  contents  mixed 
with  lime  or  earth  and  so  disposed  of  as  maniue  . 
Brixton,  Button,  Cornwood,  Cadleigh  1  ark,  HolbeK-n, 
Beach  Cottages,  Newton  Ferrers  Plympton  St.  Mary 
and  Plympton  St.  Maurice,  Plymstoc.k,  Knighton, 

Wemburv,  and  Yealmpton.  .  , 

The  Filter  Bed  at  Brixton  has  been  cleaned  out 

The  Sewers  of  the  following  have  been  cleansed  and 
flushed  :  Brixton.  Plympton  St.  Mary  and  I  lympton 
St.  Maurice,  Knighton,  Newton  Ferrers,  Oreston  and 
Hooe  •  and  also  the  Sewer  Outfalls  at  Roborough 
village,  Newton  Ferrers,  Plympton  St.  Mary,  1  lympton 
St.  Maurice,  Plymstock,  Oreston,  Pomphlett,  Spark  well, 
Hemerdon,  Venton,  and  Lee  Mill. 

DRAINS  HAVE  BEEN  REPAIRED  OR  CLEARED 

OUT  at  Puttapool  (Cornwood),  Callaway  s  Cottages 
(Tamerton).  Parapet  (Egg  Buckland),  Nos.  44  and  4o 
Holbeton,  Manor  Farm  (Wembury),  Beach l  Cot  i  age 
(Newton  Ferrers),  Colebrook,  Underwood,  (Plympton 
St.  Mary),  Plympton  St.  Maurice  and  Dickeison  s- 
Cottages,  The  Vicarage  and  Schools  (Shaugh  I  nor), 
The  Schools  at  Ermington. 

DRAINS  HAVE  BEEN  TESTED  at  Widey  Court  (Egg 
Buckland),  Cleave  House  (Ermington)  5  Elm  Terrace,. 
4  Saltram  Terrace,  Station  Road,  and  Little  W  ooofoi  d 
(Plympton  St.  Mary),  2  Hemerdon  Villa  (Colebrook  , 
Down  House  (Tamerton),  and  I  he  \  ic/arage,  .  haugh 

Prior. 

NEW  DRAINS  have  been  laid  at  Sunnyside  and  Beach 
Cottages  (Newton  Ferrers),  2  Hemerdon  Vrllas  (Cole- 
brook),  and  Mav’s  Cottages  (Underwood),  Castle  Bar bi- 
can  and  2  Fore  Street  (Plympton  St.  Maurice),  Cecil 
House  and  Peek’s  Farm  (Plymstock).  Hillside  Cottages 
(Turnchapel),  and  34  Noss  Mayo. 
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FLUSH ERS  have  been  repaired  at  Cole's  Cottages,  Under¬ 
wood. 

NEW  CLOSETS  have  been  erected  or  old  ones  repaired  at 
Beach  Cottages  (Newton  Ferrers),  Globe  Inn  Cottages 
(Revelstoke),  5  Elm  Terrace,  1  Chapel  Cottages,  May’s 
Cottages,  and  Higher  Woodford  (Plympton  St.  Mary), 
Castle  View,  Roberts’  Cottages  and  2  Fore  Street 
(Plympton  St.  Maurice),  Cecil  House,  Peek’s  harm 
(Plymstock),  Cole’s  Cottages  (Turnchapel),  Great  Fancy 
(Tamerton),  1  South  View,  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  Glendale 
Cottages  (St.  Budeaux),  and  Taylor’s  Cottage  (Wem- 
bury). 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MBLKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

176  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  and  some 
good  improvements  have  been  carried  out.  Six  have 
had  concrete  flooring  put  down  and  better  drainage 
provided,  and  extra  windows  put  in  to  improve  light 
and  ventilation.  One  new  cowshed  for  40  cows  has  been 
erected.  The  standard  of  structural  work  is  gradually 
improving,  and  cleansing  and  whitewashing  are  gener¬ 
ally  done  very  well  ;  it  has  been  necessary  to  serve 
notices  for  such  to  be  done  in  13  cases,  and  in  a  few 
cases  to  remove  manure. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT.  65  houses 
have  been  inspected  as  follows  :  Cornwood  5,  Egg 
Buckland  8,  Ermingfon  1,  Holbeton  7,  Newton  Ferrers 
12,  Plympton  St.  Mary  9,  Plympton  St.  Maurice  7, 
Plymstock  4,  Revelstoke  2,  St.  Budeaux  2,  Wemburv  1, 
Yealmpton  6,  Tamerton  Foliot  1. 

In  these,  bedroom  accommodation  was  as  follows  : 
12  have  1  bedroom,  34  have  2,  and  19  have  3. 

Five  cases  of  Overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with. 

In  54  houses  improvements  have  been  made.  5 
cottages  have  had  additional  rooms  built  and  have  been 
put  in  good  repair  ;  5  have  had  back  walls  raised  and 
tenements  thereby  made — in  each  case  giving  a  back 
kitchen  and  an  extra  bedroom  ;  2  old  cottages  have  been 
re-construc.ted  and  repaired  so  as  to  make  1  good  one  ; 
1  has  had  a  new  roof  and  larger  windows  ;  2  have  had 
kitchens  made  and  extra  and  larger  windows  put  in  ; 
5  have  had  a  supply  of  water  laid  on  ;  13  have  been 

provided  with  new  Water  Closets,  and  3  with  new 
Earth  Closets  ;  the  remainder  have  had  various  repair 
to  Roofs,  Drains,  etc. 
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SCHEDULE  SUiVISVI  ARY . 


New  Houses  erected  and  water  certificates  gi  anted  in 
Plymstock  20,  Ermington  1,  Newton  Ferrers  4, 
Plympton  St.  Mary  2,  Yealmpton  1 

Cases  of  over-crowding  dealt  with 

New  W.  Closets  entirely  erected  and  flushed.  . 

Water  Closets  repaired 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closet . 

Earth  Closets 

>  >  >  >  ” 

Earth  Closet  erected  .  .  . 


New  Drains  laid  to  sewers 

,,  cess-pit 

)  >  >  !  >  >  ’  ’  ± 

Drains  repaired  or  cleared 
tested  with  smoke 
General  nuisances  abated 
Nuisances  due  to  Pig  keeping  dealt  with 
Houses  or  Rooms  fumigated,  including  rooms  used  by 
Consumption  Patients 
Schools  Inspected 


Inspection  of  Slaughter  Houses 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  . 

Samples  found  unfit 

Houses  Inspected 

Houses  Improved 

New  Wash  Houses  erected 

Back  Yards  Concreted 

Wells  cleared  out 

Sewage  Pits  or  Tanks  cleared  out 
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14 
4 
1 
2 
1 

19 

4 
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30 

15 
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30 

31 
3 
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65 

54 

6 
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